t Wimpole Street, London Wi M 8AE The Norman Tanner Medal of the Section of Surgery, Royal Society of Medicine
The Spring meeting of the Section of Surgery, has usually consisted of short papers by surgeons in training. This work has often been of a high standard and in 1989, to recognize excellence and encourage competition, the Council of the Section decided that the author of the best paper should be rewarded by a prestigious prize. It was a happy co-incidence that many of the Council members also wished to perpetuate the name of a great surgical teacher, who among many other distinctions had been President of the Section in 1965.
Norman Cecil Tanner was born in Bristol in 1906, educated at the Merchant Venturers School and took his degree from the University of Bristol. It was, however, at St James's Hospital, Balham, to which he was appointed as Senior Resident Surgeon in 1939 that he gained an international reputation as a gastric surgeon. In 1953 he was also invited to join the staff at Charing Cross Hospital.
Norman Tanner's capacity to teach excellence in standard procedures has led to an informal but very real 'Tanner School of Surgery' which is known and respected in many countries. It is particularly poignant to remember that he created such a standard of surgery and disseminated it throughout the world despite having to work in a hospital where facilities were often inadequate and sometimes appalling. It is very appropriate that the medal which bears his name should bring recognition to a surgeon in training for his original ideas and individual effort.
At the Spring Meeting in 1990 the first winner of this award was Mr Habib Khawaja for his work on intravenous nutrition using peripheral veins (p. 69 of this issue) and it was a very great pleasure to welcome Mrs Winifred Tanner and her son Adrian to the Annual Dinner of the Section where Adrian made the inaugural presentation.
The medal, cast in bronze, carries a likeness of Norman Tanner from a bust by Arthur Fleishmann. Fleishmann was himself a doctor who has studied at Budapest and Prague before winning a scholarship to the Master School of Sculpture in Vienna. His work graces many parks and open spaces throughout the world and his sitters included four popes, Barry Humphries and Kathleen Ferrier. He knew and greatly respected Norman Tanner and his contribution to this medal was one of his last acts just before his death in March 1990 at the age of 93.
The obverse of the medal bears the 'All heal' herbthe crest of the Society -and the name of the winner.
The Council of the Section of Surgery is pleased to acknowledge the generous support it has received from the following companies in establishing the Norman Tanner medal and prize. This will also enable the winner to improve his experience by visiting a school of surgical excellence during his prize-winning year. We hope eventually to increase this fund to provide an international scholarship award.
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